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Divem Jddings Deares wa2e born in tndyana. on 3
was 1illed in an avtomobile accident ot Colum?ia; Indians oa uguet
26, 1238,

T o

sprointed a Seccond Lieutenant in the Vs e Mazine Corhe oh ey 27,
1698, he served throughout the Soanich imerican War, and untail J¢‘1uﬂ1y
21, 189C, whcn ho was honora 1y diecharged. Reanporinted in tho 4 2,
Maraine Cofﬁs he war commigsioned a Fivet L teutennan®, Junc 2, 1899, and
fubioquently attained the ran! of Coloncl (trnporan) July 1, 19318.; Hc
wag trancforred to the Retircd Liet, in that ranl, ats a result of
physical dieahility on Nov: rmher 22, 1919, and war advanccd 5 the pan
of Brigadicr General on January lo, 1936,
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During his carcer in the U, S. Morine Corne, he had duty in the
Philippinc Iglands :etwoceh Deocem-ci 1800 and Moy 1502, and whilc there
ccived with Major Wallcr's "atellion in Samer (Dctoher 1001 Hazch 1702);
in Penama (Decem er 1503 March 1904): in Cuss (Feyvary, Heich and

apr2) 1913); in Hexieo (Anril ..uguet 191%), durins which timo ho

participated in the sccumatiosn of the city 2% Vera Cyuz and the ene CAZE
ment incident thereios) and *n Santa Donin~o (Junc 1616 Moy LaET) . e
was awarded the Congreeeisnal Med-1 of Fono: March 19, 1954, ' THe ‘edta-
tin io9llowe in part:

"Tor extraordinavy heroism nd eminent and GConpnicuous gonaguct in
battle at the junction of the Cadacan anc Sojoton Livers, Samni, P, 47

Movem .ex 1901, Gecneral Beares, then 0O *niain, sceomd in eommend o9f the
columne upon their uniting ashore in ths Schoton TeESION. mEdc g B
prire attac’ of the fortificd cliffie »né completely routcé the cneny,
LA ae B0 and canturing and destroying the powdor nagazine, Q0 lan-
tacacs (”UQE)H rice, f208 and cuertels. Due ©o his couvias 2€, intciligence,
dircrimination 2nd zenl, hc suceceef Ffully led his men un the cliffe Ly
mcans of hamhoo ladders to s heizht of 200 feet., The clifre weze of
g0f1 stone of valcanic 2rigin, 1in the naturec of »umice and woye i1oney -
comved with caves. Tone of Toc' & were eusvended in »iatfavie Weld 2n
DoFLilon 1y vine cahles (! nown ar hcjues) in readiness to e NPCC AT -
tated upon mesnle “elaw. Liter drivi Az the ingurecnis from theax haei-
tion whaich vas almoet impreznasle, einy covered with numerous teadle
lincd with voireoned socavs, plis, ¢te., he led hir men acvose the river,
scaled the aliffe on the opporiie £1de, ané destroyed the camms thore.
He 2nd the men undecr has fDﬂdﬂnd gvercame incredilile difficvitiece a
dangere in dosiroyains positions which, accorcding t2 rewortes fzom 31¢
JFIEBNers . had toien thrce years Lo pe:fcet, were held as 2 fin~l ral-
Awing point, and were never | efare nenctrated Ty white iroone. Geoneral
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Beares alro rendered distinguished »u lic rervice in the mrecTnan 9f
the cnemy at Quinapundan River, Somaz By o ; 9n Janusyy 19, D@2,
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During World Var I, he served with cdaegtinction in commend 7 the
102nd Infantry, 52nd Drigadc, 26th Divieiosn, Ameriean Bxvpedrtionary
Forceg, France. He served there from auzust 20, 1817, to Decemher 14,

1216, and was awarded the following decorations:

Distingurshed Scrvice Hedal(drmy) -"For exceptionally mcritorious
an e 102nd

ang distanguiched servaeces. FPe comnonded with distinetl
Infant schicving nota le suecceesr in the setive onerations in whiich
that reximent was engaged. Iy his untizinzg encrgy ?hé dauntleces courage

"
in Jvercoming the numerous difficulties confronting him he gave 2voaf
of melitery leadershin of 2 high ordeir.’

Distinguighed Sexvice Hedal (Navy) eeue as a ove

: Distinguicshed Service Croee (Army) - ~"For extraord:yr 23w heYolgm in
action at Marcheville and Riaville, Fronce, Septumher 26, 19018, while
commandinz the 102nd Infantry, U, S. A, Colonel Beares! indonitanle
¢ourace and leadereliinp led to the esmrlete success of tho attze. Sy twd
attalione of hirs regiment on Msrchevilles and Riaville. During the at-
tacl;, there two towne changed handes four times finally rcemaining an our
poegcesion until the troone weie ordered to withdiraw., Undex teiwific
machine gun and artillery fire, Coloncl Denres was the firet ts cater
HMarcheville where he dirceteé operations. ILeter upon finding his party
completely surrounded, he personnlly assisted in flghting the enciy ofF

i

with »igtol and hané¢ grenadcr.

h

Croix de Guoyre with Palm, Order «1h, 135 D" for: "4 unitc of the
Lured orc¢er, led hy Colancl H??ﬂm I Bearsg, who was conduecting the at-
tacl in the front linmc, it “rallranily executed Uy enlendid cifsyt a
particularly difficult aporatsanj fizhting valiantly with sunerh gpiiit,
Vas victorious after a despncrate comnat with an enemy suncriosr in number
an¢ tenaciosue, intvenched in coneretc shelters, stronzly supnortsd by
numerdus machine guns and a powexful artillery and emnloving infamousr
tracl g during the course 3f thHe action It neroirally accomplished its

=

miseton in eaptuiing .y main foree z village which it held 21l day in
gpite of four cnemy countecr attac =, thve giving the fincet examnle af
courage, ancgation and saczifinc,”

Croux de Guerrc with Falm Orxder 218, 762 DY, 78p: "\ yooy
calzaseous Ofiflcary  (He dded Bwe matiailians o Ahel pictorigus attacl af
Marcheville and Rinsville on Seprem:er 256, 1918. During ihis atiec?
these w2 villager changed hands Tour i g ang fuhnl Ty Ramainee Sihoue
pogrogsion uniil our troopr rercived orders to withdrew. Ho war the

et to ehter Barcheville whcre he directed tho opewationes. Te and

i 1 g
hie men  havine @ J€on survounded, he @efcnded hidc Ui with his sistal
and hané¢ grenacce."
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Croix de Guorre with Silver Star, Ordey 5189, for: "Commanding
a Tattalion »sccupying a sector, he »rillianily repulred & vislent sur-
price avtack, held all hlg poesitions intact, inflicted revero locecs
on the enemy, made a large numbier of Drigonere 2

Legion »f Honor (0fficer) (French), Caitation same as Croix do
Guerrc with Palm Order 16, 702 "D".

\

italian Croce d1 Guerrva (Wa» Cro::)

4 destroyer the USS BEARSS (DD 654) hes “con named in hisg honow.
The BEIRSS was eponsorcd Ly Mrs. Louise I. Boarss, widow of Brigadicr
General Bearse.

7 June 1951,



